FROM   WINDLESTONE   TO   WAR
of the Edens, two miles south of Stockton-on-Tees, calls it
' the cradle of the Edens', and it may be that this is
their ultimate home. Yet it is round Windlestone our
branch of the family is seated; and it is fascinating to watch
the Edens slowly but surely, by marriage or by other forms
of business, acquiring land here throughout the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries.
Thus in 1537 we find the manor in the possession of a
Thomas Bentley, clerk, but with remainder to John Eden,
son of William Eden, a mercer of Durham. Other parts
of the estate can be traced passing from Lord Ogle through
several hands into those of John Eden of Belsis in 1563;
other lands come into the family in the reigns of
Henry VIII and Elizabeth, until a considerable property
has been built up. And finally, in 1616, Robert Eden of
Windlestone settles the estate on his son Robert on the
latter's marriage with Ann Bee; and this connexion of the
Edens with Windlestone continues henceforward in un-
broken succession to the present day.
There were to be later additions to the property, and
like other county gentry the Edens did not fail to profit
by the enclosures of the common fields, when so much of
the land passed out of the use of the people of England.
Some of their possessions they sold from rime to time,
either to concentrate their holding or to raise money; and
in this way the old Preston estate went out of the family
about 1820, and at the same time Sir John sold the lease
of Belsis or Belassis—possibly to provide for the complete
re-building of the house which he undertook. It had been
from this land at Belsis that, in 1^84, young Mr. Eden had
drawn twenty marks to go up to the University, and later
twenty pounds yearly when he entered the Inns of Court.
In 1873, after the usual genealogical adventures, the
baronetcy came down to William Eden, who had been the
second of a family of eleven, and it must have seemed
that the House of Eden was well preserved Against extinc-

